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uled to take place in Warrenton on Jan. 13. 
1946 was canceled after Lt. Col. Hellmuth 
was notified by the War Department that 
a plan to reorganize the National Guard 
under federal j urisd ic tion was under con­
sideration. 

Str ike Services 
When employees o f the Virginia Elec­

tric and Power Co. thr eatened to strike in 
late March 1946, Gov. William Tuck re­
sponded by calling out the remaining state 
militiamen. 

Members of the Warrenton Rifles were 
put on alert. In Warrenton, Capt. Bartens­
te in formed his unit at the local Vepco of­
fice , and served each essential worker (au­
tomatically members of the "unorganized 

militia" ) with a notice that he had been 
drafted into his militia co m pany. 

Vepco workers were further advised 
that they had bee n " temporarily suspended 
from active duty." but would be returned 
to active status immediately upon a cessa­
tion of company operations by the strike­

and ordered to perform the job they held 
before striking. 

This move was challenged by the 
union 's legal counsel, but fortunately. 
Gov. Tuck arbitrated an agreement with 
the parties involved, ending the threat of 
a strike. 

Most of the officers connected with 
the Y.S.G., including now-Col. Black 

and Capt. Bartenstein, knew that plans to 
create a new National Guard were mov­
ing ahead, and the days o f the Warrenton 
Rifles were numbered. 

What they hoped to accomplish - with 
the help of American Legion Post 72 - was 
the establishment of a National Guard unit 
in Warrenton to take their place. 

At the end of May, Gov. Tuck asked 

the remaining members of the Y.S.G. to 
re-enlist on or before June 30, 1946 for 
one more year, in order to give the U.S. 
Congress time to pass the Act creating the 
new National Guard and the establishment 
of units in Virginia. 

Most of the men in the Warrenton Ri­
fles stayed on. some with the expectation 
that they would enlist in the new Virginia 
Army National Guard, once it became a 
reality. 

Warrenton Rifles disbanded 
At an officers' conference held in Ar­

lington on Nov. 18, 1946, it was decided 
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HONORABLY DISCHARGED - from 
the v.P.E to serve in the Regular Army. 
Norman Wampler went on to have a dis­
tingui shed military career. 

that the men of the l l th Batta lion, Y.S .G ., 
would conduct their fina l maneuvers on 
Dec. I and 2, in Arlington. 

Gov. Tuck ordered the deactivation of 
all v.S.G. units to take place on Jan. 31. 
1947 . but then changed the order to July I . 
By then, the Warrenton Rifles wa s do wn to 
just two officers and 26 men. 

Memorial Day 1947 marked the last 

public parade in which the Warrenton Ri­
fles marched. joining the Sons and augh­
ters of the Confederacy, American Legion, 
former v.R,M . personnel, loca l fire com­
panies and the Boy Scouts. 

The official disbanding of the Warren­
ton Rifles took place on June 5 , 1947 . II 
was noted in The Fauquier Dem ocrat that 
during its s ix years of existence, the unit 
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had a total of nine officers and 282 enlist­
ed men on its muster ro les. Of those, three 
officers and 74 men were d ischarged for 
entry into the Armed Forces . and another 
52 entered the service after completing 
their tours with the Warrenton Rifles. 

Two former members of the unit 
serving in the Army, Pvt. Lester D. Laing 
and Pvt. Calvi n . Downs. lost their Ii es 
fighting in WWII. A third . Sam Hall, III 
would die in the Korean War. 

As a final footnote, an advert ise men t 
for an auction of former Warrenton Rilles 
property was published in the Democrat in 
early November 1947 . 

Among the items listed to be sold "at 
the Grade School Building" in Warre nton 
on Nov. 8, were "one de sk , one steel cabi­
net , lo t of web belts. lot of black neckties. 
one large tent. seve ra l chairs, pistol hol­
sters. cal. .45 . pi stol clips. a large gas grill 
and other articles too numerous to men­
tion. Auctioneer: L. T. Shumate." 

Sadly, Capt. Bartenstein, who had 
provided leadership and inspiration for the 

men of the Warrenton Rifles for most or 
their WWll service, died just two m onths 
later, on Jan. 16. 1948 at age 48 . 

In his obituary, it was noted that 
"Capt. Bartenstein 's work v ith the G ua rd 

was recognized as outstanding throughout 
the state . Through his wholehearted ef­
forts. h is company was kept at near full 

s trength . even after the war, when interest 
began to lag. 

"The organization which he headed 
was of the finest in the Virg inia State 
Guard," concluded his obituary. 

In final tribute to Capt. Bartenstein, 
his casket was draped with the Virginia 
state flag given to the Warrenton Rifles by 
local supporters in .Tune 1944 . 

Nonprofit Org.
 
U.S. Postage
 

PAID
 
Warrenton, VA
 
Permit NO.109
 


