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February 15,1977 The Old Jail is listed in the

The jailer was permitted “to remove the bars from the second-story front windows of the jailer’s
residence at his own expense”.

The Old Jail Museum’s “War Room” was originally the Maximum Security Cell. From 1840 to 1880,
this room was also used as a Cabinet Maker’s Shop and from the 1870's to about the 1940's it was a
small General Store. The present entrance room to the jail was the general cell, the one above that the
debtors cell and the cell above the Maximum Security cell was for women.

War Between the States - Captured prisoners (of both sides) were “held” at the jail until transported to
larger prisons (Prisoner of War Camps). The Jail was run by Federal or Confederate forces, depending
on which side occupied Warrenton. As the town went back and forth between the Confederate and
Union forces 67 times during the conflict, military prisoners were not kept in the jail for very long.
Water service was connected to the jail.

Hangings discontinued at the Stone Jail yard. Prisoners sentenced to hang were transported to
Richmond.

A small wash room with tub was authorized to be built in the right hand lower cell.
The Stone Jail had some sort of a furnace for heating.
Electricity is installed.

A Maximum Security Cell Block was authorized to be built in an upper floor cell of the 1823 Stone Jail.
Extensive renovations were made.

A new cesspool was built, connected to 4 water closets (one for each cell area in the stone jail). In the
same contract a steel tub was authorized for the second floor of the jail.

Much of Warrenton burned in a devastating fire. The Jail was saved because of prevailing winds.
The Maximum Security Cell Block, authorized in 1906, was completed.

The food allowance was 54 cents a day per prisoner. Typically there were 4 to 14 prisoners in jail but
in busy times there could be as many as 40.

A new jail was contracted to be built two blocks away on West Lee Street. A “Save the Jail” campaign
was initiated as the Old Jail structures were slated to be torn down for a new parking lot. The campaign
was successful.

Eighteen prisoners in the “Old Jail” were moved to the “New Jail” facility. The “Old Jail” was
considered one of the oldest jails in the country in continuous use.

The Old Jail Museum first opened to the public. It was only open during the month of October.
The Board of Supervisors of Fauquier County granied the Fauquier Historical Society full responsibility

for maintaining the interior of the Old Jail complex and operating it as a Museum. However, the
County owns the buildings.

January 30, 1978  The Old Jail is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.
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