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Mosby and His Rangers 

John Mosby was born on December 6, 1833 at Edgemont in Powhatan County, Virgin ia. He entered the University of Virginia 
at the age of 16 and graduated in 1852. While a student he served a 6 month sentence for shooting and wounding another 
student. He was admitted to the bar in 1855 and established a law office in Howardsville (near Charlottesville) . On December 
30, 1857 he married Pauline Clarke of Franklin, Kentucky and they had 8 children. They moved to Bristol, Virginia where he 
established a law office in the fall of 1858. 

Upon hearing of Virginia's secession from the Union on April 17, 1861, he immediately joined a local cavalry unit called the 
Washington Mounted Rifles where he was used mainly as a scout. Although Mosby initially enlisted as a private, he soon was 
comm issioned as a lieutenant and was assigned in February J862 to Jeb Stuart's command. It was on a scouting mission near 
Bull Run that he captured his first Union troops of what would later total thousands. 

In January 1863 Mosby received permission to go to Northern Virginia and organize his own troop, originally known as the 
Partisan Rangers. This group was organized in a very nonmilitary way, with few resemblances to usual military life; no drills, 
little or no confederate military support (clothing, equipment, munitions) and limited communications with regular forces. 
Mosby maintained tight discipline by utilizing his strong personality and his men's great respect for his leadership.. 

Using hit and run guerrilla tactics, Mosby (the Grey Ghost) and his Rangers caused havoc among Union forces in an area to be 
called "Mosby's Confederacy" . This area, located north and west of Warrenton, included several counties in Virginia and 
Maryland. Most activity was in the upper Fauquier and lower Loudoun area but the Rangers roamed from the Shenandoah 
Valley to the Potomac and throughout the Northern Neck. They also functioned as police and the judiciary at times. The 
Rangers were widely dispersed and often lived with local families making it difficult for the Union forces to track them down. 

Among the many raids by Mo sby's Rangers were the capture of Gen . Stoughton and his men at Fairfax Station on March 3, 
1863, the cavalry skirmish at Dranesville on March 31, 1863 where they encountered a much larger Union force and inflicted 
60 casualties, and the derailment of a passenger train near Kearneysville, West Virginia on Oct. 13, 1864 . 

The Rangers were disbanded on April 21, 1865. They did not surrender but most went to their nearest federal outpost and 
applied for parole. Over the three years there were approximately 2,000 Rangers. Of that number, about 105 were killed and 
500 captured. The Rangers were relatively well educated, 90% could write their own name. Most were farmers , but others 
were doctors, lawyers, ministers, store keepers, carpenters, etc. Some were young men who ran away from home. A few were 
outlaws, while others were college graduates. 

After the war, Mosby lived in Warrenton and attempted to establish a law practice. Bec ause of his friendship with Grant and 
his political affiliation as a Republican he became very unpopular. After attempts to assassinate Mosby and the failure of his 
local law practice, he moved to Washington. In 1877 he was appointed U. S. Consul to Hong Kong by President Hayes-and 
remained there until 1985 . After returning to the U.S. he served in the Department of Interior from] 90] to 1904 and in the 
Department of Justice from 1904 to 19] O. He also served for many years as an attorney for the Southern Pacific Railway 
Company. He died in 1916 and is buried in the cemetery in Warrenton. 

Colonel Mosby was a celebrated Confederate Officer and interestingly a close personal friend of both Generals Robert E. Lee 
and Ulysses S. Grant. He is known for his efforts tv bring about reconciliation between both sides after the "War Between the 
States".. 

The Warrenton home that Mosby and his family lived in for about a year and a half after the Civil War is being renovated as a 
Civil War Museum. A new town Visitor Center is being built behind the home . The home is commonly known as Brentmoor 
but over the years it was the Hunton house, Spilman house, and Mosby house. The John Singleton Mosby Museum 
Foundation, P. O. Box 146, Warrenton, Va. 20188 (\\'Ww.mosbymuseum.org) is the organization leading the effort. 
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