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Annual Meeting
 
Members of the Fauquier sound nar r ative which has been 

Historical Society met June 20 at St. installed upstairs in the Old Gaol 
James Parish Hall, Warrenton, for Museum. 
the society's annual membership Parkinson told the group of a 
meeting . recent meeting he had attended at 

Committee reports and the which officers at Vint Hill Farms 
election of a new treasurer and eight had expressed an interest in the 
members of the board of directors history of the ir Ar my post. Vint Hill 
provided the bulk of the business at has ' already prepar ed a histo r ic 
the meeting . New or reelected s tudy of the po t , and the Socie ty 
directors ar e: Mrs. Robert K. decided to offer its assist ance in 
Neilson, Col. David Rumbaugh, their wor k. 
Douglas Smith, Mrs. Wade Stinson, Architectural historian Cynthia 
Mrs. Charles Turner, Dr . Robert MacLeod and county histori an Bob 
Anderson, Mrs. Ronal d Barron told the society a Ii ttle ab out 
Berkenstock, and H. P. Monroe. the work they are doing sur veying 

John Adams will cont inue as the buildings of Fauquier County. 
presiden t f th e society . with After their resear ch is finished , they 
Marshall Wallach as vice president. hope to pub lish a book which will 
and Mrs. John La in har t as pr ovide inform at ion on many of the 
secretary. Mrs. Mea de Palmer was buildings they have visit ed. 
elected treasurer. 

Survey P rovides Clues Will iam Parkinson, who guid ed 
the restoration of the Old Gaol into T o Fauq uier 's Past 
the pres e nt m use um , ga ve (Con ti nued fr om Pagc - Ll 
backgr oun d in for ma t io n on t he is actuall y paid by a grant 
restorat ion. He exp la ine d t he administered by th e Rappahannock­
changes mad and restor t ions Ra p id an P lan ning Dis t r i t 
done, a nd mentioned some of the Commission. While most of her t ime 
fine articles that are on exhibit ion is spent in Fauquier County . she also 
there . occasionally re sea rches and surveys 

Members learned of plans for a uildings in other areas of the 
bi-monthly new slet ter from Rosanne planning district. 
Berkens tock. She briefly explained Bar ron, on the other hand, is a 
some of t he types of mat er ial the native of Fauquier County. He 
newsletter would contain, a nd its deli ghts in pointing out th at he was 
expected format. "bor n r ight on th e main str eet" of 

Alex Beverl ey told th e society War renton at t he old Physician's 
that he and his son-in-law have Hospital, now the District ursing 
recently prepared a slide sh ow with Home . He grew up with a love of 

local histor y. and eventually earned 
a degree in history fro m Mary 
Washington College . Research on 
the old gold mine s 0 Fauquier led to 
his publication of a booklet on gold 
mining. 

Funds for Barron's curren t 
position were obtained from a 
special donor in Fauquier County. 
He is employed by the county as 
part of the Parks and Recreation 
Departmen t, and began his work in 
J anuary . In his job as county 
historian, Barron assists MacLeod 
with her surveys and re searches 
many of the old buildings using tax 
records, deeds . wills , and any other 
factual infor mation he can find. 

Cindy and Bob keep track of all 
the houses surveyed so far by 
mar king them on topographical 
map . Sometimes they su rvey a 
house together, or more frequently 
she does the actual on-site work 
while he spends his ti me researchi ng 
at the record room or library. 

MacLeod will first ask the owner 
or r esidents of each house wha t they 
know of its his tory . She photographs 
th e outside from sever al vantage 
points, and also takes pictures of 
any dis t incti ve features on the 
inside . She measures its dimensions 
an d sketches a floor plan, as well as 
examining the construction . The 
ty pe an d make of nails. saw marks, 
construction of rafters . framing 
met hods , style and constructi on of 
doors and pa neling all provide clues 
to the age of a particular building . 
She also looks for evidence of fine 
cr aftsm anship such as beading on 
paneling or carved mantels. but also 
does not overlook houses of more 
simple construction that are equally 
as old. 

Cind y will note th e additions an 
changes made in eac h house . and 
any outbuildings or cemeteries on 
the proper ty . Whe n her survey is 
fin ished, she will complete an 
inventory for m, identify the photos, 
and mark the negatives which will 
be filed at th Virginia State 
Library in Richmond. 

ot all of the buildings she visits 
will be researched by Barron. Only 
those they consider especially 
important or those ha t they have 
questions on will warrant having 
ex tra tim e spent on mor e extensiv e 
research. 

MacLeod estimates that she has 
sur veyed 450 buildings sin e she 
began her job . Ot her buildings. such 


