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frontier. Capt. Randolph received his 
"bounty land" in 1859,but subsequently 
sold it. 

In the case of Thornton K. Leach, 
much more time would pass before his 
application was reviewed; then the War 
Between the States intervened. 

No further action was taken on the 
matter until 1871, when another act of 
Congress opened once again the 
application process for surviving 
veterans of the War of 1812. 

Pension Finally Granted 
The new application, dated August 

21, 1871, was executed by R. W. 
Downman, an attorney with offices in 
Washington, D.C. and connections in 
The Plains. 

In addition to verifying Pvt.Leach's 
service (87 days), the application 
offered the supporting testimony of 
fellow veteran George B. Sinclair, and 
W. P. Taylor, postmaster of The Plains. 

The "War of 1812 Declaration of 
Soldier for Pension," which 
accompanied the application completed 
the previous March, asked for 
confirmation that the subject involved 
"00. at no time during the late rebellion 
against the authority of the United 
States, adhered to the cause of the 
enemies of the Government, giving 
them aid or comfort ... and that he will 
support the Constitution of the United 
States ." 

Downman also filed applications for 
other veterans, including Sinclair, Capt. 
Ball and William Downs. 

At last, the pension would be paid ­
at the rate of $8.00 per month. 

Thornton K. Leach purchased 17 
acres on Pignut Mountain on July 12, 
1877, where he would liveuntil his death 
on September 12,1880. 

The parcel- nowjust six acres -lies 
at the end of Huntley Road (Route 697), 
and is now part of Mt. Eccentric Farm. 

He lies buried there, beside his wife, 
Elizabeth, and son, Washington Leach. 
Several unmarked gravesites are 
nearby, probably other children, their 
husbands or wives, or other 
descendants. 

"Census records from 1850to 1920 
reveal that most of Pvt. Leach's sons 
remained on or near the old homestead 
until their deaths, and are probably 
buried at the gravesite on Pignut 
Mountain," said descendant Robert 
Huntt. 

-Photo courtesy ofRobert Huntt 

The graves of Thornton K Leach (1797?-1880) and his wife, Elizabeth E. 
Turner Leach (d. 1893?) are located on the old homeplace. Nearby is the 
grave of one of thier sons, Washington Leach. 

The original 17-acre parcel was 
divided into six- and ll-acre parcels in 
1893, and sold to two ofPvt. Leach's sons 
by the other heirs. 

The last of the descendents to own 
and farm these parcels were his 
grandson, Jackson Leach, who owned 
the six acres until 1922, and gre at­
grandson Smith Leach, who farmed the 
11 acres until his retirement in 1958, 
according to Huntt. 

A Time Far Away 
Even for those living 100years ago, 

the 19th century was divided into the 
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days before the Civil War, and the days 
after it. In some ways, the War of 1812 
represented a time when the ideals of 
the founding fathers collided with the 
realities of world power abroad, and 
increasing sectionalism at home. 

It was also the first time that the 
mettle of the new nation was tested, and 
although the war could have gone on 
many more years, the new patriots ­
from Gen. Andrew Jackson, to Capt. 
William O'Bannon, to Pvt. Thornton 
Leach - proved to the world that the 
resolve was there. 
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