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than any funds they might have raised. 
Some, such as the parade and the reen­

actment, raised no money. Others raised 
very minimal amounts; in most cases, 
only a few hundred dollars. 

Publicity 
At some point, we felt that the public­

ity was not advancing as we would have 
liked. We missed most of the national 
magazines. 

Responsibility for publicity fell to the 
Fauquier Historical Society President and 
Festival Chairman, who eventually con­
tacted over 80 newspapers in Virginia, a 
number of national contacts , including 
Willard Scott's announcement on the 
Today Show, and of course, the French 
press. 

We recognize that a better job would 
have been done if we had started the pub­
licity campaign earlier. 

Also, fundraising in the local business 
community was spotty. Under the right 
circumstances, more could have been 
done in this area. 

The Costume Ball 
The principal activity developed as a 

fund rai ser was the Costume Ball at 
Elway Hall. This spectacular event col­
lected the sum of $50,000. 

Our original budget for the ball was 
below $30,000, but because of the unusu­
al problems we ran into, the actual costs 
were about $35,000. 

However, the success of the ball gen­
erated enough funds so that it still left us 
with a profit of $15,000 available for our 
future educational projects. 

The opportunity to use Elway hall for 
the ball was unusual. It is an old, presti­
gious building on Springs Road, the road 
Lafayette took to reach Warrenton. 

Many Warrentonians had known the 
building under previous ownerships. The 
new owners were in the process of reha­
bilitating and refurbishing it. 

Painting and construction went on to 
the very day of the ball. 

Because of the need to get the building 
ready in time and to meet special prob­
lems , certain unexpected costs were gen­
erated, thus driving up our expenses. 

Here are a few examples of these 
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The meeting room of the Warren Green Building was transformed into an art gallery 
to display interpretations of Lafayette by count)' students. 
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The amount of care and preparation that went into each portrait was evident. Above, 
Mme. Lafayette and the General; below, an artist's conception of the visit in 1825. 
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