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Visitors to the celebration could pur­
chase the off icial program, which listed 
the schedule of vents and the names of all 
participants and sponsors, for a mere 50 
cents. 

In addition to Bicentennial informa­
tion, the 28-page program had current 
co unty demograp hics, articles about 
Fauquier's churches, schools, agriculture 

Spectato rs admire the 1903 Oldsmobile 
replica pa r ked in front of th e Western Auto 

industry, and the county's r le in the War 
Between the Stat es. 

"The Horse Scene" was also de cribed, 
as well as the more prominent civic clubs 
and organizations and the county's volun­
teer fire and rescue squads. 

For its part in the observance, The 
Fauquier Democrat published a 40-page 
spec ial issue on April 30 previewing the 
upcoming celebration. The following 
week, th Democrat covered the 
Bicentennial activities in an expanded 24­
page newspaper. 

The newspaper noted that an estimated 
20,000 people had enjoyed the Fauquier 
County Bicentennial over the three days, 
and characterized the event as "a never-to­
be-forgotten occasion in the life of 
Fauquier County." 

Fauquier County, Virginia 1759-1959, 
the new county history, was produced by 
Dr. Hodgkins' Historical Committee. It 
was first went on sale in the weeks before 
the celebration. 

This useful reference consisted of 336 
pages of historical commentary, photos 
and illustrations. 

It was noted that much of the informa­
tion about early days of the county was 

drawn from Fairfax Harrison's Landmarks 
ofOld Prince William. 

The contributions of local historians 
were also noted, including Frederick W 
Franck, William Gaines and H. I. Hutton. 
Several members of the Historical 
Committee - notably Clara S. McCarty 
and Emily Ramey - received individual 
praise for their contributions to the project. 

Fitzhugh Turner, editor of The 
Fauquier Democrat, was credited with 
"putting the book together," and Gertrude 
Trumbo, Democrat business manager, for 
the actual editing of the copy. 

Also commended for his involvement 
was C. Irvin Garret, manager of Virginia 
Publishing Inc., the company that com­
posed and printed the book. 

Fauquier County, Virginia 1759-1959 
was sold at the Bicentennial Office in the 
Warren Green Hotel until May 15 for 
"$4.00 per copy, or $4.25, packed and 
mailed anywhere in the United States." 

Afterwards, copies were available at 
the County Clerk's Office, until they were 
sold out. 

Fauquier County, Virginia, /759-1959 
has been out-of-print for many years. 
There is a great need for a new, updated 
Fauquier ounty history, which will be an 
importan t part of the 250th Anniversary 
project. 

. antic ' ate a many new so ce 
of information will be drawn upon, and 
that state-of-the-art printing and photo­
reproduction techn ology wi ll be u ed to 
create an outstanding county hi tory book. 

Looking ba ck, looking forward 
The pride and accomplishments of the 

leaders and citizens of Fauquier County 
who put together the Bicentennial celebra ­
tion over 40 years ago provides a model 
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and a template for those planning the 
250th Anniversary observance. 

As in 1959, there is great interest in 
and support for the 250th Anniversary 
project by the leaders of Fauquier 
County. Preserving and advancing the 
appreciation of our county's past is one 
of the goals set by the Board of 
Supervisors. 

In 2000, the Board appointed a 
Historic Resources Committee, whi ch 
after a year of work completed a compre­
hensive Historic Resources Preservation 
Plan. 

When the planning begins in earnest, 
those involved w ill have several other 
advantages that those who worked on the 
Bicentennial did not. 

We now have three active and diverse 
county historical societies, each with their 
own museums, libraries and collections. 

Add to that the experience of the 
2000 "Salute to Lafayette," whi ch was a 
grand affair characterized by new ideas 
and a true can-do spirit. 

Already in place are walking and dri­
v ing tours, and the Spilman-Mosby 
Mu seum and proposed visitors center in 
Warrenton shou ld be up and running long 
before the 250th Anniversary. 

Descendants of William Fauquier 
have been apprised of th upcoming 
o va n hav e r 
ass istance the ir na mesake county might 
ask . 

Sad ly, many o f those who partic ipat­
ed in the Fauquier County Bicentennial 
are no longer w ith us. 

But over 40 years ago, these commit­
ted citizens put together a memorable 
ev nt, providing us a place from which to 
sta rt and standards to meet - and hope­
fully, exceed - in 2009. 
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