
County bids farewell to Gen. Ripley Robinson, CSA
 
Ge orge Ripl ey Robinson, a well­

known ivi l War re-enactor who lived his 
passion and shared it with others for 
many years, died March 6 at Fort Lee 
Farm , the family homeplace near 
Midland as the result of an accident while 
cutting wood. He was 82. 

Born at Camp Lee Farm, he was the 
son of the late George Henry Robinson 
and Anne Lee Blackwell Robinson. 

Whe n not attending re-enactments, 
studying and discussing the most obscure 
details of the Civi l War, or working on his 
accoutrements as a genera l in the Army 
of Nor thern Virgin ia, he worked as a trim 
carpenter. 

Gen. Robinson was a re-enactor for 
41 years. He en lis ted in a re-enactment 
unit as a private in the infantry, and con­
tinued to the rank of genera l. 

Gen . Robinson's interest in Virginia's 
role in the C ivil War came na turall y; he 
was prou d to be a descendent of the Lees 
of Virginia . He served wi th othe r kin­
dred spi rits as a me mber of the Fry­
Kemper-S trother Camp in Madison, and 
of the Stuart Mosby Soc iety in 
Pennsylvania. 

Locally, Ge n. Robinson was a f ixtu re 
at most activities con cerned wit h the 
Civil War, often photograph ed wi th 
school ch ildren and oth er ad mirers. 

Many time , he was invited to visit 
schools and private homes , to giv pre­
sentations about the Ci vil War and shar­
ing his collection of over 200 Civil War­
era projectil es. 

When stricken with cancer in 
February 1999, his many friends rallied 
behind Ge n. Rob inson and his family, 
and after lengthy treatment, he recovered 
fully. 

Memorable send-off 
The same support was evident when 

word got out that Gen . Robinson had 
died. 

When G. V "Dink" Godfrey, of 
Warrenton, a member of the Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, learned of the 
fata l acciden t, he immediate ly contacted 
as many o f Gen. Rob inson's friends and 
fellow re-enactors as he could. 

God frey, who for the past three years 
has dri ven the roads of Fauquier with 
Ge n. Robinson in an effort to catalog the 
graves o f a ll Confederates soldiers 
buried here, was awa re of his final wish. 

"He wanted a Confederate funeral 
befitting a general," said Godfrey. "And 
that's what we gave him." 

The visitation at the funeral home in 
Warrenton the night before the burial 

Ripley Robinson, CSA, as a private at the 
beginning of his re-enactment career. 

was marked by a d isplay of Co nfed erate 
flags and the U.S. nag. Re-enactors in 
uniform were posted at the doo rs and 
bes ide the ca ske t in wh ich Ge n. 
Robinso n reposed. 

The fo llowi ng day, nearly 300 pe r­
sons attended the buria l at the family 
cemetery at Fort Lee Farm. Among those 
present was Bob Moats of Rich mond. 
who portrays Gen . Robert E. L e. 

The procession was led by a co lor 
guard carrying the fla gs of each of the 
Confederate stat " and the First 
National flag. 

They were followed by a drummer 

beating a muffled drum, and the wagon 
pulled by two mules dr iven by R. P. 
Miller of Bealeton bearing the general's 
casket. 

Eight pallbearers under the command 
of Mike Miller of Warrenton followed, 
and then a company-sized group of re­
enactors from all over the region. 

Bringing up the rear was the family in 
an automobile, and then his leg ion of 
friends. 

The graveside service was performed 
by the Rev. 1. Richard Winter. Two squads 
of riflemen re-enactors and a ca nnon pro­
vided by Car penter's Battery gave the 
final three-volley salute, followed by 
Taps. 

The ancient tradition o f eac h mourner 
cast ing a shovelful of di rt into the grave 
was obse rved. 

Alt hough Godfrey or ga nized the 
funeral service, he was quick to recognize 
the contributions of those who helped. He 
noted that in addition to those who pro­
vided the spirit and color, there were 
many others. 

"The neighbors came over and 
trimmed the trees, and someone brought 
in three big loads of gravel for the dr ive­
way," said Godfrey. "I have never wit­
ness ed such n outpour ing of support at a 
time like this." 

Survivors include the General's wife, 
Margaret M. Robinson ,who serves the 
Society as a docent and tour guide at the 
Old Jail Museu m; a dau ghte r, Frances 
Anne Robi nso n, a stu de nt at Mary 
Washington College, Fred ericksburg; and 
a sister, Margaret R. Kemper of 
Frederi cksburg. 
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