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"I wrote to my mother, tell ing her that 
I had found Conway 's grave," said Lelia. 
"But I did not tell her that the five crew 
members were buried in the same grave." 

Later, the men's remains were re-bur­
ied in separate graves. 

Former POW Norman Grant returned 
home after his prison camp was liberat d 
in April 1945. He was greatly troubled by 
the dual tragedies suffered by the Kehoe 
fami ly, particularly by the loss endured 
by Ruth Kehoe and her son, John C. 
Kehoe II, born on Nov. 5, 1944 whi le his 
father was still being carried as MIA. 

The fact tbat both he and Conway 
were initially reported missing - and then 
that there was just one survivor whose 
identity was not known at first - had be n 
particularly painful for everyone. 

Upon his return to his wife Margaret 
and the daughter he had never seen, 
Norman found that he still had to deal 
with many unanswered questions. It 
was critical to " ... get the ans wers to 
those quest ions, learn of eac h oth er 's 
happenings , to get ac quainte d, find 
employment and start bu ilding a life, 
and put the hurt and memories behind," 
wrote Norm an in a 1993 ed ition of the 
Ex-POW Bulletin. 

"The other young wife (Ruth Kehoe), 
now a widow, had to face her myriad of 
problems; yes, with the support of fam­
ily, but with a large, unfillable void ­
the loss of husband, love, affection, 
support and a father for a darling little 
baby boy." 

Grant realized that he still had one 
more mission to complete. "The loved 
ones of those who didn 't return were 
entitled to know the experiences the crew 
had shared, and particularly what hap ­
pened on that fateful day," he wrote. 
"Impossible to express everything and 
feelings in a letter, it demanded a personal 
visit. 

"A tr ip was planned, fraught with 
trepidati on , for always in the mind 
was the quest ion for which there was 
no answ er: ' W hy did you survive, and 
my husband, son, brother or friend 
have to die? ' But this question was 
never asked. Instead, a lifetime offriend­

Undated Army Air Force photograph taken from another aircraft in the formation shows ·...a 
B-24 spinning down toward occupied France after taking a hit by German anti-aircraft fire. .Lt. 
Conway Kehoe and most ofhis crew were lost under similar circumstances on Aug. 18. 1944. 

ships came from the meetings. In some 
strange way, the young father and survi­
vor was that son, that husband, that 
friend returning home." 

In 1946, Conway's remains we re re ­
interred in the cemetery in France where 
Bill had been buried; in 1949, both 
were brought back to the United States, 
and buried next to each other in the cem­
etery of the Aquia Episcopal Church in 
Stafford County. 
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Present at the reburial were their fami ­
lies, including their widows and their 
sons, William J. Jr., then age seven, and 
John Conway II ., age five. 

Consider ing the exemplary lives of 
their surviving sibling in the years that 
followed the war, we can only imagine 
what great things Bill and Conway Kehoe 
could have accomplished. 

Their loss was great, and must not be 
forgotten. 
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