
The 
President 
Reports: 

In my capacity as mayor of th e 
Town of Warrenton, I have obtained 
the use of the council room at the Mu­
nicipal Building at 18 Court Street as 
a year-round meeting place for the 
Board of Dir ect or s of the Fauquier 
Historical Society. 

Board meetings are held on the 
first Wednesday of each month at 5 
p.m. Society members who are inter­
ested in the work of the Society are 
invited to attend these monthly meet­
ings. 

At the December meeting, Mrs. 
Herbert N . Heston of Broad Run was 
elected to the board and to the exec­
utive committee. She will serve as our 
corresponding secretary. 

Treasurer Bill Sudduth reports 
that $2,305 has been contributed to 
the Society in memory of the late Wil­
liam Parkinson. Some time ago the 
board voted that this fund would be 
used to complete the restoration of 
th e ki tchen. This was one of Bill's pri­
mary interests , and when completed, 
the r estor ed room will be dedicated to 
his memory. 

P lans are under way for the cele­
bration of the 225th anniversary of 
the founding of Fauquier County on 
Mav Is t, 1 75 ~) . Further announce­
ments will be made in the Spring is­
sue of News and Notes. 

Christian
 
Name Index
 

The late James Anderson Flem­
ing, of the Virginia Historical Soci e­
ty's library , prepared a Christian 
Name Index to Nancy Chappelear 
Baird's Fauquier County, Virginia 
Tombstone Inscriptions. 

In addition, Scott Cartel', Ripley 
Robinson and others have found a few 
mor e of the older graves in th e 
county, which will be included with 
some inscription corrections. 

These will be published in perfect 
binding for release about February 
19H4. 

Copies may be obtained from 
Mrs. Nancy Chappelear Bail'd, Rt. 1, 
Box 409, Delaplane, VA. 22025. For 
further information Mrs. Baird can be 
reached at 703-364-2052. 

Society Observes 
Mosby Anniversary 

In observance of the 150th anni­
versary ofthe birth of Colonel Mosby, 
the Fauquier Historical Society 
placed a wreath at his grave in Wm:­
renton cemetery on Saturday, De­
cember3rd. 

On Sunday, December 4th, the 
Museum was opened to visitors from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Coffee was 
served. 

More than 100 visitors examined 
memorabilia on display. Among these 
were the Colonel's cigar holder from 
the Museum's permanent collection 
and an oil portrait of Colonel Mosby in 
his later years, loaned by Mrs, Stuart 
Cooper. 
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Mrs. Stuart Mosby Bla ckwell Cooper 
places a floral wreath at the grave of 
her great-grandfather, Colonel John 
Singleton Mosby. 

Mrs. Blackwell
 
Mrs . •J. Davenport Blackwell of 

Warrenton died November 11 at Oak 
Springs Nursing Home, where she 
had been a patient for several 
months. 

The former Pauline Coleman, 
MI's. Blackwell was born October 24, 
1900, in Washington. She was the 
daughter of Watson Eugene Coleman 
and Stuart Mosby Coleman, and was 
the granddaughter of Colonel John S. 
Mosby, with whom she lived until his 
death in 1916. 

Educated at Gunston Hall, she 
cam e to Warrenton with her mother 
in the H120s, and married Mr. Black­
well in 1929. They lived at Pelham, on 
the Springs Road. She was immense­
ly proud of her ancestry and deeply 
interested in Civil War history. 

She was a charter member of the 
Fauquier Historical Society, contri ­
buting many it ems of memorabilia to 
the Old Gaol Museum. 

In addition she worked with the 
Red Cross, serving with the Motor 
Corps, the Gray Ladies and for many 
years was head of the P ink Ladies of 
the Fauqu ier Hospital Auxiliary. He r 
interest in history led to he r involve­
ment in the Warrenton Antiquarian 
Society. 

Mrs. Blackwell is survived by 
two daughters, Mrs ..J. Mallory Nash 
and Mrs. Samuel E. Cooper , both of 
Warrenton; a brother Adm. Beverly, 
Mosby Coleman USN (Ret.) of Mc­
Lean , Va., and two grandsons, Da ­
venport B. Cooper and Rex Scotland 
Cooper, 

A graveside service was con­
ducted on November 20 at the War­
renton cemetery by the Rev. C. 
Thomas Hayes, rector of Little Fork 
Episcopal Church, Culpeper County. 
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lowed her into the house. As he Random Ramblings ste pped inside the dark room he 

Mosby was mercilessly hunted by 
the Fe derals, but since his forces dis­
persed when danger threatened, he 
was never captured. When they 
thou ht they were about to capture 
him, he was not to be found. 

In the last part of his campaign, 
Mo by used the wild caves on the 
we. t slop of the Blue Ridge loun­
t· ins, and an interesti story i told 
which illu trates the anxiety and deep 
di 'ap pointment when the plans for 
Mosby' capture fell through. 

This is the stor r: "A Federal 
Cavalry Officer, one day, vas rid ing 
down the west "1 pe of th > Blue Ridge 
when he came upon a mountain cabin 
with a spring nearby. large colored 
'mammy' was in front of the cabin. 
'Aunty, will y u ret me a drink 0 wa­
ter?' said h officer . 'Sure, I will get 
TOU a drink, ' said Aunty , 'as soon as I 
ro get a glass.' She got him a glass of 
cold water from the .pring and the of­
ficer thanked her and said that was 
certai nly good cold water. 'Yes, sir , it 
come right out of th Blue Rid e 
lountain,' she said. 

A' the of icer vas read T to take 
hi departure, he ked: 'Aunty, do 
you live here alone?' 'Yes,' she re­
plied. 'just me and Colonel Mosby live 
here.' 'Go day! Aun ty ,' he said as 

e took his hurried de iarture, going 
down the slopes 0 the Blue idge as 
fast as his horse could gallop, unty 
watching in astonishment at his hasty 
departure and ra pid descent down the 
mountain slope. 

When the officer reach ed his 
troop s on the main highwa y, he said: 
'I have eve ry reason to believe that 
Colonel Mosby is in the cabin up the 
side of the Blue Ridge. Go as quickly 
as possible and surroun the place.' 
When the officer returned with seve­
ralregiment s of his cav lry, he placed 
them all around the cabin and then 
asked: ' ow, Aunty , will you show 
me Colonel Mosby?' .. ure ,' she re­
plied, 'I show you Colonel Mosby. He 
i in the house. ' 

The officer dismounted and fol­

called out: 'Colonel Mosby, I have my 
Federa l troops all around the house. 
You have no means of escape. Will 
you now surrender peacefully? Now, 
Aunty, where is Colonel Mosb I?' 
'Sure, 1 show him to vou. he is ri zht 
back there in the r oom. ' Then she 
passed the officer and went back and 
picked up her lit tle son and carri ed 
him out proudly and said to the nion 
officer, 'Here is Colonel Mosby, 
named him afte r a famous 'one 'der­
ate Officer. ' " 

- 1. Adolph ichards 
Fauquier Democrat, J anuary 3, 1957 
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RIPLE Y ROBIN SON of Midland, eneral of the re-enactment Army of 
lorthern Virginia , places a wreath at the D.D. C. Mosby memorial at Court­

house Square in Warrenton. for the Stuart-Mosby Historical Society. 
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