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commission as sheriff is dated J an­
uary 12,1774. 

ne wonders how Colonel Harri­
son felt about the upsurging troubles 
with England , the parent country. Al­
most certainly at his age he would 
have been more conservative than 
young firebrands like Patrick Henry. 
However, as a tobacco planter forced 
by law to sell his product to England, 
he must have had his grievances. 

One thing is known. His last act 
in Williamsburg was to sign, along 
with Scott and such notables as 
George Washington and Thomas .Jef­
ferson, the Association to promote a 
boycott of imports from Britain in 
May 1769. This was an important 
harbinger of the Revolution. Further­
more, it is ignificant that two sons 
and a slew of nephews were officers in 
the Continental line or in the Virginia 
militia, and none of the family was a 
Loyali t. 

End of the Line 

One also wonders why no Harri­
son in the Colonel's line followed him 
in public service in Fauquier, al­
though Harrisons descended from his 
brothers have been prominent, espe­
cially in Lou loun and Frederick coun­
ties , up to the present day. 

Of Thomas Harrison's sons, 
Thomas lived over the line in Prince 
William and may have gone to Ken­
tucky after 1780. 

Burr quickly sold off the land left 
to him by his father and rented a farm 
near Marshall. In 1782, or therea­
bouts, he apparently moved to 
Fai rfield County, South Carolina. 

Tragedy struck down William, 
who had been moderately active in 
county affairs. In January 1775 he 
was killed by four slaves given him in 
his father' vill, 

The youngest son, Benjamin, and 
a long list of colleagues, refused to 
take the oath as a justice in 1787. No 
doubt he was in the wrong political 
faction. 

By 1800 only four descendants of 
the founder bearing the Harrison 
name remained in Fauquier, and by 
1900none was left. 

That may be the chief reason that 
Colonel Thomas Harrison has been 
forgotten by the people of the county 
he served so well at its beginnings. 

-John P. Alcock 

The Society has been given an original document which contains the signa­
ture of Francis Fauquier, Lieutenant-Governor of Virginia from 1765 to 1768. 

The document is a gift from the 1983-84 board of directors. The purchase 
price of $250was shared by the members of the board. 

An appointment of trial judges for a felony case at Charlotte Courthouse, 
the document is dated August 7,1765. The text is as follows: 

"Virginia, fc 

Francis Fauquier Esq.; his Majesty's Lieutenant-Governour, and Com­
mander in Chief of the said Colony and Dominion: 

To Paul Carrington , Thomas Read, Thomas Boulden, Mattken Marrable, 
James Taylor, William Goode, David Caldwell, Elisha White, Thomas 
Spencer, Joseph Moreton, John White & Henry Isbell of the County of Char­
lotte Gent. Greeting 

Know YE that whereas I have constituted and appointed you Justices of 
OYER and TERMINER for the Trial of 

Will, a Negro Man Slave belonging to Thomas Bedfordfor Felony 

I do therefore, by Virtue of the Powers and Authorities to me granted by his 
Majesty, as Commander in Chief of this Dominion, authorize and appoint that, 
the Commission being read as usual, anyone of you the said Paul Carrington, 
Thomas Read, Thomas Boulden, Matthen Marrable , James Taylor or Wil­
limn Goode 

Having first taken the Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament, to be taken, in­
stead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, the Oath appointed to be 
taken by an Act of Parliament made in the first Year of the Reign of his late 
Majesty King GEORGE the first, entitled, "A n Act for the further securl~ty of 
his Majesty's Person and Government, and the Succession of the C:own, in 
the Heirs of the late Princess SOPHIA, being Protestants, andfor exiinquish­
ing the Hopes of the pretended Pr!nce of Wales, and his open.and secret A bet­
tors, " as also the Test, together WIth the Oath for duly executmg the Officeof a 
Justice of Oyer and Terminer, which the said David Caldwell and Elisha 
Whit e, or any two in the Commission above-named, are hereby required and 
empowered to give and administer to you, you administer to the above Jus­
tices , and every of them, in the Commission above-named, the above men­
tioned Oaths and Test, together with the Oath for duly executing the Office of 
a Justice of Oyer and Terminer, of the Performance of which you are to make 
due Return to the Secretary's Office, Given under my Hand, and the Seal of 
the Colony, at Williarnsbu-rg, the Seventh Day of August. One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and S'ixty Six in the Sixth Year of the Reign of our Soverign 
Lord King GEORGE the Third. (7 ~ . 
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The Honorable Thomas M. Moncure, Jr. and board member Jo n H. 
Bartenstein at annual meeting. 

Pholo by Isabelle Palmer 

Roadside marker honors Black 
Horse Cavalry 

The U i ed Daughters of the 
Confederacy, Black Horse Chapter' 
honored the members of the Black 
Horse Cavalry" with a road side 
marker placed at Waterloo Street and 
Route 29 on May 20th. 

Hi stor ian H. Lynn Hopewell , 
who is writ ing a book on the unit and 
i a gr ndson of one member of the 
tro op, spoke briefly about the cavalry 
unit which became known as "the 
bravest of the brave." 

Am ng the distinguished mem­
bers of the troop were William Payne, 
J ohn Scott , Robert Randolph, 
Charles Gordon, Dixon Payne, James 
Keith and many others whose names 
have become a part of the history of 
Fauquier . 

Amy Norman, great-great 
granddaughter of Nimrod Green, a 
member f th e troop, unveiled the 
marker which had been installed by 
the Virginia Historic Landmarks 
Commission. 

Warrenton Mayor J. Willard 
Lineweaver also spoke during the 
short ceremony, requesting that the 
brave men f the troop not be forgot­
ten. 
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October Board Meeting
 

As announced in the Winter issue 
of News and Notes, the board of di­
rectors is holding its meetings at the 
Municipal Building at Hotel and 
Court Streets in Warrenton on the 
first Wednesday of each month. All 
members are invited to attend. 

However the hour of meeti ng has 
been changed to 7:30 p.m. 

Program chairman Bill Sudduth 
is planning occasional short programs 

during these meetin s which will be 
of int eres t to members and visitors . 

A th October' rd meet ing there 
will be a shor t business meeti ng , tel' 
which vill move to the John Bar­
ton Payne (th e ld library) building. 
Historian Wood Herre ll of the Ma­
nassas Battlefie ll Park will ta lk about 
the bat tlefield. 

Please call Mr . Sudduth at 347­
4094 if you plan to attend. 
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