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The Town of Warrenton 

In 1759, the town was known as the Red Store as it consisted mainly of a red trading post located near the present Post Office on 
Main Street. The old townwas located on a ridge over looking the countryside. Over the years it was developed as a "crossroad 
town", to be a center of commerce and hub for the county. At about the time of the Revolutionary War , the courthouse was moved 
to the town and it was renamed Fauquier Courthouse. The first courthouse was not at the present site. In 1790, Richard Henry Lee 
donated 71 acres for a new courthouse (the first at the present location) and for the first town plots for homes and businesses. 

The first permanent jail was built of handmade brick next to the courthouse in 1808. This structure was used as a jail for about 15 
years until an improved stone facility was built behind the original in 1823. This jail was used for 143 years until 1966. The 
original 1908 structure became a home for jailers in 1823 and it was also used until 1966. The two buildings were to be bulldozed 
and made into a parking lot. This decision changed and the structure was turned over to the Fauquier Historical Society where it 
became the present day site for the Old Jail Museum. 

The name Warrenton was adopted in 181Oand became the chartered town name in 1816. The name came from a popular school in 
the area, the Warren Academy. Originally the name came from Joseph Warren a general in the U. S. Army during the Revolution. 
He was a doctor and a Revolutionary War hero who died at Bunker Hill in 1775. He was the General who sent Paul Revere on his 
famous ride ("The British are coming"). 

Lafayette visited Warrenton as part of his 1825 tour of the United States. This event was celebrated with a reanactment in 
Warrenton in the Fall of2000. 

John Marshall practiced law in Warrenton/Fauquier before becoming the fourth Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court. He was 
born just a few miles from Warrenton. 

During the Civil War, Warrenton was a hospital town with most churche s and larger homes used by both side s when they controlled 
the area for the care of the wounded. The town changed hands 67 times during the war. Col. John S. Mosby (the Gray Ghost) and 
his band of partisan rangers were active in this area Mosby attempted to practice law in Warrenton after the war but was 
unsuccessful because of his Northern friends and political affiliation. Warrenton based military included the Black Horse Brigade 
and the Warrenton Rifles. The Warren Green Hotel was used during the war by forces of both the North and South. Many military 
leaders stayed at or used the building during the conflict. It was the site where General McClennan said farewell to his officers after 
being removed as Commander of the Army of the Potomac by President Lincoln in 1862. 

Warrenton was electrified in the 1902-07 period. 

In 1909, the town experienced a major fire that destroyed close to half its structures. Dynamite was ultimately used on some homes 
to form a fire break to stop the spread of flames. 

Wallis Warfield Spencer, the future Duchess of Windsor, set up residency at the Warren Green Hotel to get her first divorce. She 
was divorced a second time before marrying the Duke. 

Over the years, Warrenton hosted many U. S. Presidents. Teddy Roosevelt rode horseback from Washington to Warrenton and back 
in one day to prove such a trip was possible. More recently Bill Clinton visited during his victory tour after being elected President. 

The town has been growing rapidly with current population believed to be over 7,000. It is now home to many new families who 
commute to the metropolitan D.C . area for their jobs. The town is about 4.3 square miles in area Among the major events in 
Warrenton are several parades, the annual Spring Festival , the Pony Show, the Horse Show, and the Christmas Gum Drop Square . 
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